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INTRODUCTION

• Minimal remains, small numbers

• Difficult position in the Holy Land

• No blueprint for political aspiration

• The “laboratory” of Christian history

• Apocalyptic vs apologetics, withdrawal vs engagement

• Six Millenarian Voices



1. DIDACHE

16.4, 8 [LCL]

καὶ τότε φανήσεται ὁ κοσμοπλανὴς ὡς υἱὸς θεοῦ, καὶ ποιήσει σημεῖα καὶ τέρατα, καὶ ἡ γῆ παραδοθήσεται εἰς χεῖρας 
αὐτοῦ, καὶ ποιήσει ἀθέμιτα, ἃ οὐδέποτε γέγονεν ἐξ αἰῶνος.  …τότε ὄψεται ὁ κόσμος τὸν κύριον ἐρχόμενον ἐπάνω 
τῶν νεφελῶν τοῦ οὐρανοῦ.

And then will appear the Deceiver of the world, as though he were the Son of God, and will work signs and wonders; 
and the world will be delivered into his hands, and he will do horrible things, which have not been done since the 
beginning of the world. … Then shall the world see the Lord coming on the clouds of heaven.



2. EPISTLE OF BARNABAS

15.4-5 

ὅτι ἐν ἑξακισχιλίοις ἔτεσιν συντελέσει κύριος τὰ σύμπαντα· ἡ γὰρ ἡμέρα παρʼ αὐτῷ σημαίνει χίλια ἔτη·. αὐτὸς δέ 
μοι μαρτυρεῖ λέγων· Ἰδού, ἡμέρα κυρίου ἔσται ὡς χίλια ἔτη·. οὐκοῦν, τέκνα, ἐν ἓξ ἡμέραις, ἐν τοῖς ἑξακισχιλίοις 
ἔτεσιν συντελεσθήσεται τὰ σύμπαντα. Καὶ κατέπαυσεν τῇ ἡμέρᾳ τῇ ἑβδόμῃ. τοῦτο λέγει· ὅταν ἐλθὼν ὁ υἱὸς αὐτοῦ 
καταργήσει τὸν καιρὸν τοῦ ἀνόμου καὶ κρινεῖ τοὺς ἀσεβεῖς καὶ ἀλλάξει τὸν ἥλιον καὶ τὴν σελήνην καὶ τοὺς ἀστέρας, 
τότε καλῶς καταπαύσεται ἐν τῇ ἡμέρᾳ τῇ ἑβδόμῃ.

The Lord will make an end of everything in six thousand years, for a day with Him means a thousand years. And He 
Himself is my witness, saying: ‘Behold, the day of the Lord shall be as a thousand years.’ So, then, children, in six 
days, that is, in six thousand years, everything will be ended. ‘And he rested on the seventh day.’ This means: When 
His Son will come and destroy the time of the lawless one and judge the godless, and change the sun and the moon 
and the stars—then He shall indeed rest on the seventh day.



3. PAPIAS OF HIERAPOLIS (C. 60-130)

• Eusebius Eccl. Hist. 3.39.12

ἐν οἷς καὶ χιλιάδα τινά φησιν ἐτῶν ἔσεσθαι μετὰ τὴν ἐκ νεκρῶν ἀνάστασιν, σωματικῶς τῆς Χριστοῦ 
βασιλείας ἐπὶ ταυτησὶ τῆς γῆς ὑποστησομένης· ἃ καὶ ἡγοῦμαι τὰς ἀποστολικὰς παρεκδεξάμενον 
διηγήσεις ὑπολαβεῖν, τὰ ἐν ὑποδείγμασι πρὸς αὐτῶν μυστικῶς εἰρημένα μὴ συνεορακότα

Among these he says that there will be a period of about a thousand years after the resurrection of 
the dead, when the kingdom of Christ will be established on this earth in material form. I suppose 
that he got these ideas through a perverse reading of the accounts of the Apostles, not realizing that 
these were expressed by them mystically in figures



4. JUSTIN MARTYR (C. 100-165)

Dial. 80.5

Ἐγὼ δὲ, καὶ εἴ τινές εἰσιν ὀρθογνώμονες κατὰ πάντα Χριστιανοὶ, καὶ σαρκὸς ἀνάστασιν γενήσεσθαι 
ἐπιστάμεθα, καὶ χίλια ἔτη ἐν Ἱερουσαλὴμ οἰκοδομηθείσῃ καὶ κοσμηθείσῃ καὶ πλατυνθείσῃ, ὡς οἱ 
προφῆται Ἰεζεκιὴλ καὶ Ἠσαΐας καὶ οἱ ἄλλοι ὁμολογοῦσιν.

But I and all other Christians of wholly true belief understand that there will be a resurrection of the 
flesh, and a thousand years in a rebuilt, beautified and extended Jerusalem, as the prophets Ezekiel, 
Isaiah and the others agree.



4. JUSTIN MARTYR (CTD)

1 Apol. 11

Καὶ ὑμεῖς ἀκούσαντες βασιλείαν προσδοκῶντας ἡμᾶς, ἀκρίτως ἀνθρώπινον λέγειν ἡμᾶς ὑπειλήφατε, ἡμῶν τὴν 
μετὰ θεοῦ λεγόντων, ὡς καὶ ἐκ τοῦ ἀνεταζομένους ὑφʼ ὑμῶν ὁμολογεῖν εἶναι Χριστιανούς, γινώσκοντας τῷ 
ὁμολογοῦντι θάνατον τὴν ζημίαν κεῖσθαι, φαίνεται. Εἰ γὰρ ἀνθρώπινον βασιλείαν προσεδοκῶμεν, κἂν ἠρνούμεθα 
ὅπως μὴ ἀναιρώμεθα, καὶ λανθάνειν ἐπειρώμεθα ὅπως τῶν προσδοκωμένων τύχωμεν· ἀλλʼ ἐπεὶ οὐκ εἰς τὸ νῦν τὰς 
ἐλπίδας ἔχομεν, ἀναιρούντων οὐ πεφροντίκαμεν…

But you, when you heard that we were awaiting a kingdom, rashly supposed that we were talking about one that 
was human, though we  were talking about the one that is with God. This is apparent also from our confessing, 
when we are examined by you, that we are Christians, though we know that the penalty appointed for a confessor 
is death. For if we were awaiting a human kingdom we would have denied, in order to avoid being killed, and we 
would have tried to escape detection, in order to obtain what we were waiting for. But since our hopes are not for 
this present time, killers have not been of concern to us… [trans. Minns & Parvis]



5. IRENAEUS OF LYON (C. 130-200)

Haer. 5.30.4

Cum autem devastaverit Antichristus hic omnia in hoc mundo, regnaverit annis tribus et mensibus sex et sederit in 
templo Hierosolymis, tunc veniet Dominus de caelis in nubibus in gloria Patris, illum quidem et obaudientes ei in 
stagnum ignis mittens, adducens autem justis regni tempora, hoc est requietionem, septimam diem sanctificatamd, et 
restituens Abrahae promissionem hereditatis, in quo regno ait Dominus multos ab oriente et occidente venientes 
recumbere cum Abraham, Isaac et Jacob.

But when this Antichrist shall have devastated all things in this world, he will reign for three years and six months, 
and sit in the temple at Jerusalem; and then the Lord will come from heaven in the clouds, in the glory of the Father, 
sending this man and those who follow him into the lake of fire; but bringing in for the righteous the times of the 
kingdom, that is, the rest, the hallowed seventh day; and restoring to Abraham the promised inheritance, in which 
kingdom the Lord declared, that “many coming from the east and from the west should sit down with Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob.  [trans. NPNF]



6. “NEW PROPHECY”: MONTANISM AT PEPOUZA

Epiphanius, Pan. 49.1.2 

̓̓Εν ἰδέᾳ, φησί, γυναικός, ἐσχηματισμένος ἐν 
στολῇ λαμπρᾷ, ἦλθε πρός με Χριστός καὶ 
ἐνέβαλεν ἐν ἐμοὶ τὴν σοφίαν καὶ ἀπεκάλυψέ μοι 
τουτονὶ τὸν τόπον εἶναι ἅγιον καὶ ὧδε τὴν 
‘Ιερουσαλήμ ἐκ τοῦ οὐρανοῦ κατιέναι.

[Priscilla said:] Christ appeared to me in the form 
of a woman dressed in a shining robe; he filled 
me with wisdom and revealed to me that this 
place is holy and here Jerusalem will descend 
from heaven.



CONCLUSION

• 2nd cent. eschatologies hint at a moral & cultural vision but rarely any concrete political 
agenda, whether reforming or subversive. 

• This appears to be true regardless of millenarian or non-millenarian outlook

• Quietism? 

• Engagement vs. withdrawal (Athens and/or Jerusalem):
• Expectation of a kingdom “not of this world” enabled space for toleration and public discourse

• But also: critique of rapprochement and accommodation (cf. Rev 17 etc.)

• Martyrdom as anti-imperial?

• Increasing collision course with the Imperial Cult, Romanitas etc. 

• The church as a polity within society – but not (yet?) a secular counter-kingdom


