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Paul and the Spirit 
 
1.  Paul’s pneumatology (pneuma = spirit)  
 Paul as “theologian of the Spirit” (Dunn) 
 Paul as Trinitarian (Fee) 
 Paul’s letters contain “no doctrine of the Trinity” (Juel) 
 Paul has s triune understanding of God and developed pneumatology (Watson, Hill) 
  See 2 Corinthians 13.13; Galatians 4.6; Romans 5.5 
      

2. pneuma and the Old Testament 
 God gives God’s Spirit to God’s people with language of restoration  
  See Ezekiel 36.22-27; Ezekiel 37.12-14 
 God pours God’s Spirit upon God’s people 
  See Ezekiel 39.29; Isaiah 32.15; Isaiah 44.3; Joel 2.28.32 

While Paul is doing something new in his understanding of the Holy Spirit, the 
language of God’s Spirit being poured into God’s people, leading to restoration, 
and as part of a new creation and way of living are found within the prophetic texts 
of the Old Testament 

  
3. pneuma and Paul 
 ~150 times across the 13 Pauline letters (concentrated in Rom 8.1-27; 1 Cor 12.3-13) 
 pneuma is human (relating to Paul, Adam, the prophets, Titus, Timothy, Philemon…) 
  See Rom 1.4, 1.9; 1 Cor 4.21, 14.23, 15.45; 2 Cor 2.13, 7.13; 2 Tim 4.22; Plm 25  
 pneuma relates to God 
  the Holy Spirit (e.g. Rom 5.5; 1 Cor 6.11, 19; Eph 1.13-14; 1 Thess 1.5-6) 

the Spirit of holiness (Rom 1.4) 
the Spirit of life (Rom 8.2) 
the Spirit (e.g. Rom 8.4-5; 1 Cor 2.10; Gal 3.2-3; Eph 2.18; Phil 2.1; Col 1.8) 
the Spirit of God (Rom 8.9; 1 Cor 2.11, 2.14, 3.16, 12.3; 2 Cor 3.3; Eph 4.30; Phil 3.3)  
the Spirit of Christ (Rom 8.9, Gal 4.6) 
the Spirit of Jesus Christ (Phil 1.19) 
the Spirit of the Lord (2 Cor 3.17)  
the Spirit of his Son (Gal 4.6) 
the Spirit of wisdom and revelation (Eph 1.17) 

 
 
 



 
 
4. Four elements of Paul’s understanding of the Spirit 

1. For Paul, the Spirit is active in history and is one through whom revelation 
happens and in whom the mind of Christ and God may be made known. The 
Spirit, in other words, is a real, historic, present being, not merely a force or 
impersonal power. 

See Ephesians 3.2-6; 1 Corinthians 12.3; 1 Corinthians 2.9-13; Romans 8.26-28 
 

2. The Spirit is what enables Paul to preach his gospel, it confirms the truth of God  
in the hearts and minds of his followers, and it guarantees those “in Christ” as 
children of God. 

See Romans 1.4; 1 Corinthians 2.4-5, 13-14; Romans 8.3-11; 8.16; 2 Corinthians 
1.22, 5.5; Ephesians 1.13-14 

 

3. Paul calls the Spirit both the Spirit of God and the Spirit of Christ, suggesting the 
divinity of the Spirit and a possible triune understanding of God, Christ, and Spirit 
in some kind of relationship. 

See Romans 1.4 – see references in part 3 above 
Language of “pouring” in Romans 5.5; Phil 2.1; 2 Cor 6.6; Gal 5.16-17 
Connected to salvation: 2 Thess 2.13; Romans 8.11 

 

4. Being ‘in the Spirit’ means that one gives evidence of the Spirit through their 
actions.   

See Romans 8.9-11; Eph 4.30; Galatians 5.16-24; 1 Cor 12.1-13; Romans 12.3-8 
 
 

Next week: Paul the missionary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Texts referred to in this week’s lecture 

 
2 Corinthians 13.13: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the koinonia 
of the Holy Spirit be with all of you. 
 

Galatians 4.6:And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 
hearts, crying, ‘Abba! Father!’ 
 

Romans 5.5: …God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that 
has been given to us. 
 

Ezekiel 36.22-27: Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord God: …A new 
heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put within you; and I will remove from your 
body the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. I will put my Spirit within you, and 
make you follow my statutes and be careful to observe my ordinances.  
 

Ezekiel 37.12-14: Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: ...I will 
put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then 
you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.’  
 

Ezekiel 39.29: …and I will never again hide my face from them, when I pour out my spirit 
upon the house of Israel, says the Lord God.  
 

Isaiah 32.15: …until a spirit from on high is poured out on us, and the wilderness 
becomes a fruitful field, and the fruitful field is deemed a forest.  
 

Isaiah 44.3: For I will pour water on the thirsty land, and streams on the dry ground; I 
will pour my Spirit upon your descendants, and my blessing on your offspring.  
 

Joel 2.28-32: Then afterwards I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your 
daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your young men shall 
see visions. Even on the male and female slaves, in those days, I will pour out my Spirit. 
 

Ephesians 3.2-6: …for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace 
that was given to me for you, and how the mystery was made known to me by 
revelation…In former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it 
has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles 
have become fellow-heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in 
Christ Jesus through the gospel.  
 

1 Corinthians 12.3: Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking by the 
Spirit of God ever says ‘Let Jesus be cursed!’ and no one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except by 
the Holy Spirit.  
 



 
1 Corinthians 2.9-13: But, as it is written, ‘What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the 
human heart conceived, what God has prepared for those who love him’— these things 
God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches everything, even the 
depths of God. For what human being knows what is truly human except the human spirit 
that is within? So also no one comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. 
Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that 
we may understand the gifts bestowed on us by God. And we speak of these things in 
words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual things 
to those who are spiritual. 
 

Romans 8.26-28: Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to 
pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, 
who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. We know that all things work 
together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose. 
 

Romans 1.4: …the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David according 
to the flesh and was declared to be Son of God with power according to the Spirit of 
holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord… 
 

1 Corinthians 2.4-5: My speech and my proclamation were not with plausible words of 
wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith might rest 
not on human wisdom but on the power of God.  
 

1 Corinthians 2.13-14: And we speak of these things in words not taught by human 
wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual things to those who are spiritual. 
Those who are unspiritual do not receive the gifts of God’s Spirit, for they are foolishness 
to them, and they are unable to understand them because they are discerned spiritually.  
 

Romans 8.16-17: …it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are 
children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, 
in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.  
 

2 Corinthians 1.22: But it is God who establishes us with you in Christ and has anointed 
us, by putting his seal on us and giving us his Spirit in our hearts as a first instalment.  
 

Ephesians 1.13-14: In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of 
your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy 
Spirit; this is the pledge of our inheritance towards redemption as God’s own people, to 
the praise of his glory.  
 

 
 



 
Romans 8.9-11: But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God 
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But 
if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who 
raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that 
dwells in you.  
 

Romans 8.5: For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the 
flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 
 

Galatians 5.16-24: Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. For 
what the flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to 
the flesh; for these are opposed to each other, to prevent you from doing what you want. 
But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not subject to the law. Now the works of the flesh 
are obvious: fornication, impurity, licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, 
jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things 
like these. I am warning you, as I warned you before: those who do such things will not 
inherit the kingdom of God. By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law 
against such things. And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its 
passions and desires.  
 

1 Corinthians 12.12-13: For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the 
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one 
Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all 
made to drink of one Spirit.  
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