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The Gospel according to Matthew 
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Church, Discipleship, and Mission in the Gospel of Matthew 
  
1) Introduction 

a) Ekklēsia (ἐκκλησία) in Matthew 
i) Matt 16.18; 18.17 [2x] 
ii) 13 Pauline epistles: 62x 

 
16.17–19: 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For 
flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell 
you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church (μου τὴν ἐκκλησίαν; mou 
tēn ekklēsian), and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19 I will give you the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 

 
18.15–19: 15 If another member of the church (literally: if your brother; ὁ ἀδελφός 
σου) sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If 
the member listens to you, you have regained that one (literally: your brother; τὸν 
ἀδελφόν σου). 16 But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with 
you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three 
witnesses. 17 If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church (τῇ 
ἐκκλησίᾳ; tē ekklēsia); and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church (τῆς 
ἐκκλησίας; tēs ekklēsias), let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18 
Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever 
you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19 Again, truly I tell you, if two of you 
agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in 
heaven. 

 
2) The Identity of the Church in Matthew  

a) Ekklēsia in context 
i) Ekklēsia in Greek civic contexts 
ii) Ekklēsia in Jewish sources  

b) Images 
i) Disciples (μαθητής; mathētēs = 72x in Matthew; μαθητεύω/mathēteuō = 3x [13.52; 

27.57; 28.19]) 
ii) Brothers and sisters (5.22 [2x], 23, 24, 47; 7.3, 4, 5; 12.48, 49, 50; 18.15 [2x], 21, 35; 

23.8 ; 25.40; 28.10) 
iii) Sheep 

c) The Calling of the Disciples  
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3) The Life of the Church in Matthew 
a) Communal Practices  

i) Prayer (6.7–13) 
ii) Communal discipline (18.15–20) 
iii) Forgiveness (18.21–35) 
iv) Lord’s Supper (26.26–29) 
v) Baptism (28.19) 

b) Leadership  
i) The Twelve 
ii) Scribes  
iii) Prophets 

c) Mission  
i) The Commission of the Twelve (9.36–11.1) 
ii) The Commission of the Eleven (28.16–20) 
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