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The Gospel according to Matthew 
MT 2019 

 
Jews and Gentiles in Matthew 

 
1) The Challenge of the ‘Great Commission’: 16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the 

mountain to which Jesus had directed them.  17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; 
but some doubted.  18 And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me.  19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations (μαθητεύσατε 
πάντα τὰ ἔθνη), baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit,  20 and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And 
remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age’ (28.16-20). 

2) Restrictions of the Missions of the Disciples and Jesus to the ‘Lost Sheep of the House of 
Israel’ 
a) 10.5-7: 5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: "Go nowhere 

among the Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans,  6 but go rather to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel.  7 As you go, proclaim the good news, 'The kingdom of 
heaven has come near.' 

b) 15.23-24: 23 But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, 
saying, "Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us."  24 He answered, "I was sent 
only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel." 

3) Negative Characterizations of Gentiles in Matthew (5.46-47; 6.5-7; 6.25-32; 10.5-6, 18; 
18.17;  20.25-28) 

4) A Universal Scope of the Jesus Story before 28.19?  
a) Matthew’s Genealogy (1.1-17) and the Figure of Abraham 

i) 1.1: ‘Son of David, son of Abraham’ 
ii) Gen 12.3: ‘I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; 

and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.’ 
iii) 8.10-12: "Truly I tell you, in no one in Israel have I found such faith.  11 I tell you, 

many will come from east and west and will eat with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob 
in the kingdom of heaven,  12 while the heirs of the kingdom will be thrown into the 
outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 

b) The Magi (2.1-12) 
i) ‘King of the Jews’ 
ii) 25.31-33: 31 "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, 

then he will sit on the throne of his glory.  32 All the nations will be gathered before 
him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the 
sheep from the goats,  33 and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at 
the left. 

c) Citation of Isa 8.23-9.1 in Matt 4.15-16 
d) Citation of Isa 42.1-4 in Matt 12.17-21 
e) 8.5-13: The Centurion’s Servant 
f) 8.28-34: The Gadarene Demoniacs 
g) 15.21-28: The Canaanite Woman’s Daughter 
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5) Two Narrative-Critical Approaches to the Transition from 10.6 to 28.19 
a) A Narrative of Rejection 
b) A Narrative of Fulfillment  
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