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The Gospel according to Matthew 
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Matthew and the Law 
 

Mark 7.1-23 Matt 15.1-20 
1 Now when the Pharisees and some of the 
scribes who had come from Jerusalem 
gathered around him,  2 they noticed that 
some of his disciples were eating with defiled 
hands, that is, without washing them.  3 (For 
the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat 
unless they thoroughly wash their hands, 
thus observing the tradition of the elders;  4 
and they do not eat anything from the 
market unless they wash it; and there are 
also many other traditions that they observe, 
the washing of cups, pots, and bronze 
kettles.)  5 So the Pharisees and the scribes 
asked him, "Why do your disciples not live 
according to the tradition of the elders, but 
eat with defiled hands?"  6 He said to them, 
"Isaiah prophesied rightly about you 
hypocrites, as it is written, 'This people 
honors me with their lips, but their hearts are 
far from me;  7 in vain do they worship me, 
teaching human precepts as doctrines.'  8 You 
abandon the commandment of God and hold 
to human tradition."  9 Then he said to them, 
"You have a fine way of rejecting the 
commandment of God in order to keep your 
tradition!  10 For Moses said, 'Honor your 
father and your mother'; and, 'Whoever 
speaks evil of father or mother must surely 
die.'  11 But you say that if anyone tells father 
or mother, 'Whatever support you might 
have had from me is Corban' (that is, an 
offering to God)--  12 then you no longer 
permit doing anything for a father or mother,  
13 thus making void the word of God through 
your tradition that you have handed on. And 
you do many things like this."  14 Then he 
called the crowd again and said to them, 
"Listen to me, all of you, and understand:  15 

1 Jesus from Jerusalem and said,  2 "Why do 
your disciples break the tradition of the 
elders? For they do not wash their hands 
before they eat."  3 He answered them, "And 
why do you break the commandment of God 
for the sake of your tradition?  4 For God said, 
'Honor your father and your mother,' and, 
'Whoever speaks evil of father or mother 
must surely die.'  5 But you say that whoever 
tells father or mother, 'Whatever support 
you might have had from me is given to God,' 
then that person need not honor the father.  
6 So, for the sake of your tradition, you make 
void the word of God.  7 You hypocrites! 
Isaiah prophesied rightly about you when he 
said:  8 'This people honors me with their lips, 
but their hearts are far from me;  9 in vain do 
they worship me, teaching human precepts 
as doctrines.'"  10 Then he called the crowd to 
him and said to them, "Listen and 
understand:  11 it is not what goes into the 
mouth that defiles a person, but it is what 
comes out of the mouth that defiles."  12 
Then the disciples approached and said to 
him, "Do you know that the Pharisees took 
offense when they heard what you said?"  13 
He answered, "Every plant that my heavenly 
Father has not planted will be uprooted.  14 
Let them alone; they are blind guides of the 
blind. And if one blind person guides another, 
both will fall into a pit."  15 But Peter said to 
him, "Explain this parable to us."  16 Then he 
said, "Are you also still without 
understanding?  17 Do you not see that 
whatever goes into the mouth enters the 
stomach, and goes out into the sewer?  18 But 
what comes out of the mouth proceeds from 
the heart, and this is what defiles.  19 For out 
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there is nothing outside a person that by 
going in can defile, but the things that come 
out are what defile."  16   17 When he had left 
the crowd and entered the house, his 
disciples asked him about the parable.  18 He 
said to them, "Then do you also fail to 
understand? Do you not see that whatever 
goes into a person from outside cannot 
defile,  19 since it enters, not the heart but 
the stomach, and goes out into the sewer?" 
(Thus he declared all foods clean.)  20 And he 
said, "It is what comes out of a person that 
defiles.  21 For it is from within, from the 
human heart, that evil intentions come: 
fornication, theft, murder,  22 adultery, 
avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, 
envy, slander, pride, folly.  23 All these evil 
things come from within, and they defile a 
person." 

of the heart come evil intentions, murder, 
adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, 
slander.  20 These are what defile a person, 
but to eat with unwashed hands does not 
defile." 

 
Mark 2.23-28 Matthew 12.1-8 
23 One sabbath he was going through the 
grainfields; and as they made their way his 
disciples began to pluck heads of grain.  24 
The Pharisees said to him, "Look, why are 
they doing what is not lawful on the 
sabbath?"  25 And he said to them, "Have you 
never read what David did when he and his 
companions were hungry and in need of 
food?  26 He entered the house of God, when 
Abiathar was high priest, and ate the bread 
of the Presence, which it is not lawful for any 
but the priests to eat, and he gave some to 
his companions."  27 Then he said to them, 
"The sabbath was made for humankind, and 
not humankind for the sabbath;  28 so the Son 
of Man is lord even of the sabbath." 

1At that time Jesus went through the 
grainfields on the sabbath; his disciples were 
hungry, and they began to pluck heads of 
grain and to eat.  2 When the Pharisees saw 
it, they said to him, "Look, your disciples are 
doing what is not lawful to do on the 
sabbath."  3 He said to them, "Have you not 
read what David did when he and his 
companions were hungry?  4 He entered the 
house of God and ate the bread of the 
Presence, which it was not lawful for him or 
his companions to eat, but only for the 
priests.  5 Or have you not read in the law 
that on the sabbath the priests in the temple 
break the sabbath and yet are guiltless?  6 I 
tell you, something greater than the temple 
is here.  7 But if you had known what this 
means, 'I desire mercy and not sacrifice,' you 
would not have condemned the guiltless.  8 
For the Son of Man is lord of the sabbath." 

 
Matt 5.17-20 17 "Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come 
not to abolish but to fulfill.  18 For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one 
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letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished.  19 Therefore, 
whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, 
will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be 
called great in the kingdom of heaven.  20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that 
of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 
 
Five Theses 

1) In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus’ fulfillment of the law and the prophets should be seen 
as his intensification, not his abrogation, of Torah.  

2) In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus prioritizes love and mercy as hermeneutical keys to his 
interpretation of Torah.  

3) Jesus’ stance toward the law in the Gospel of Matthew has significant points of 
continuity and discontinuity with other interpretations of Torah in Second Temple 
Judaism.  

4) Matt 5.18-19 emphasizes the eschatological horizon of law observance.  
5) As a teacher of Torah in the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus is a teacher of teachers (5.19), 

and the disciples are called to share Jesus’ authoritative teaching with others (28.18-20).  
 

An Outline of the Sermon on the Mount 
1) Frame and Context: The Gospel of the Kingdom (4.23-25) 
2) Ascending and Sitting (5.1-2) 
3) The Sermon (5.3-7.27) 

a) Introduction: The Call to God’s People (5.3-16) 
i) Nine Beatitudes for the People of God (5.3-12) 
ii) The Witness of the People of God (5.13-16) 

b) The Body of the Sermon: Greater Righteousness for God’s People (5.17-7.12) 
i) Greater Righteousness in Relation to God’s Laws (5.17-48) 

(1) Proposition (5.17-20) 
(2) Six Exegeses/Examples (5.21-47) 
(3) Summary (5.48)  

ii) Greater Righteousness in Relation to Piety toward God (6.1-21) 
(1) Introduction: Pleasing the Father in Heaven, not Humans (6.1) 
(2) Three Examples (6.2-18) 

**Central Excursus on Prayer (6.7-15)** 
(3) Conclusion : Rewards in Heaven, not on Earth (6.19-21) 

iii) Greater Righteousness in Relation to the World (6.19-7.12) 
(1) Introduction (6.19-21) 
(2) In Relation to the Goods of This World (6.22-34) 
(3) In Relation to the People of This World (7.1-6) 
(4) Conclusion (7.7-12) 

c) Conclusion: Three Warning Regarding the Prospect of Eschatological Judgment (7.13-27) 
i) Two Kinds of Paths (7.13-14) 
ii) Two Kinds of Prophets (7.15-23) 
iii) Two Kinds of Builders (7.24-27) 
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d) Descending and Action (7.28-8.1) 
e) Frame and Context: The Gospel of the Kingdom (8.2-9.38)1 

 
Traditional Piety2 Vicious Cycle Transforming Initiative 
1. You shall not kill Being angry, or saying, You 

fool! 
Go, be reconciled 
 

2. You shall not commit 
adultery 

Looking with lust Remove the cause of 
temptation 

3. Whoever divorces, give a 
certificate 

Divorcing involves you in 
adultery 

------------ 

4. You shall not swear falsely 
 

Swearing by anything involves 
you in a false claim 

Let your yes be yes, and your 
no be no. 

5. Eye for eye, tooth for 
tooth 
 

Violently/vengefully resisting 
by evil means 
 

Turn the other cheek; give 
your tunic and cloak; go the 
second mile; give to beggar 
and borrower. 

6. Love neighbor and hate 
enemy 
 

If you love those who love 
you, what more is that than 
the Gentiles do? 

Love enemies, pray for your 
persecutors; be perfect as 
your Father in heaven is. 
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1 Outline adapted from Pennington, The Sermon on the Mount and Human Flourishing.  
2 Chart adapted from Stassen, ‘Fourteen Triads.’ 


