
FHS 3102: PAUL AND PAULINE TRADITION 
 

Handout for Lecture 3 
Prof Jenn Strawbridge 

Week 3, Michaelmas 2019 
 

 
Paul’s Christology 

 
1.  Paul’s Christology: Introduction  
 “high” and “low” Christology – approaches: titles vs narrative – Paul and Christ 
 
2. Approach 
 “Titles”: Son, Lord, Christ/Messiah, Adam 
 Other attributes: human, Jewish, sinless, faithfulness, intercessor, model to imitate 
 Major debates: earthly Jesus and Paul, pre-existence, divinity 
 Christology and soteriology 

 
3. “Titles” 
 “Son”:  Romans 1.2-4, also Gal 1.15-16; Rom 1.3, 9; 2 Cor 1.19 
 “Lord”: Romans 14.8-9; “The day of the Lord” (1 Thess 5.2; 1 Cor 5.5, 1.8; 2 Cor 1.14) 

connection with LXX and the name of God (see Rom 10.13/Joel 2.32; 1 Cor 1.31 and 
2 Cor 10.17/Jer 9.23-24); the “Lord’s supper” in 1 Cor 11.17-34 

 “Christ”: Jewish expectation and tradition; simply a name/title; honorific (Novenson) 
 “Adam”: 1 Cor 15.22 and Rom 5.12-21 
   
4. Attributes and Defining Characteristics 
 Jesus was human: Gal 4.4; 1 Cor 15.21; Rom 5.15, 8.3 
 Jesus was a Jew: Gal 4.4, 3.16; Rom 1.3, 9.5 
 Jesus is sinless: 2 Cor 5.21; Rom 8.3 (?) 
 Jesus’s “faithfulness”: Rom 3-4; Gal 2-3 
 Jesus as intercessor: Rom 8.34 
 Jesus as model to imitate: 1 Cor 11.1; 1 Thess 1.6; Gal 6.2; Phil 2.6-11 
 
5. [Excursus] Philippi and Philippians 
  

 Philippi 
Small city in eastern Macedonia 

 16km inland from Neapolis; on Via Egnatia 
 Roman Rule in 167 BCE; Roman kolonia in 31 BCE under Octavian, settled by veterans 

  Romans and Greeks (Epaphroditus, Euodia, Syntyche, Clement); Lydia (Acts) 
Gentile community with involvement of women in leadership; any evidence of Jews? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 Philippians: Community 

Evidence from Paul’s letter and in Acts 16.12-40 
 Paul’s initial visit ~49 CE, marked by conflict? (Phil 1.30; 2.22; 3.18; 4.9; 1 Thess 2.2) 
 Exorcism of a slave girl and its consequences (Acts 16.16-24) 
 Conversion and baptism of Lydia (Acts 16.13-15) and of jailer (16.25-34) and their  

households  
 Generous with material possessions (Phil 4.16) and sent Epaphroditus to assist Paul  

(Phil 2.25-30; 4.14) 
Theme: Unity (Phil 1.27; 2.1-4) 
Insight into Paul’s history and mindset as he faces possible death 
Insight into Philippian community: external persecution (?) and internal discord 

 
 Philippians: Controversies 

“Opponents” (Phil 1.28):  
1. not resident in Philippi (1.15-18);  
2. threaten unity (1.27-28);  
3. “enemies of the cross of Christ” (3.18-19); 
4. “dogs” and “evil doers” (3.2) 

  Internal division between Euodia and Syntyche (Phil 4.2) 
 
6. Major Debates/Issues 
 Pre-existence:  
  Incarnation: Phil 2.5-11; 2 Cor 8.9 
  Creation: 1 Cor 8.6; Col 1.16 (?) 
  Israel: 1 Cor 10.4 

Paul and the earthly Jesus: is Paul interested? 
 Divinity: Rom 9.5; Titus 2.13 (?); 1 Cor 8.6; Phil 2.6-11 
  
7. Paul’s Christology and Soteriology 
 Intimately connected  
 1 Cor 15.3-4 (see also Rom 5.9-10; 1 Thess 1.10) 
 Drawing on sacrificial language and images:  

“sin offering” (Rom 8.3); “Passover lamb” (1 Cor 5.7); “mercy seat” (Rom 3.25);  
“sin” and “curse for us” (2 Cor 5.21; Gal 3.13); “first fruits” (1 Cor 15.20-23) 

  
8. Set Text Discussion: 1 Corinthians 15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
1 Corinthians 15 
Now I should remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, 
which you in turn received, in which also you stand, 2through which also you are being saved, if you 
hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe in vain.  
3For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ 
died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, 4and that he was buried, and that he 
was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, 5and that he appeared to 
Cephas, then to the twelve. 6Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers 
and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died. 7Then he 
appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8Last of all, as to someone untimely born,  
he appeared also to me. 9For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an 
apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10But by the grace of God I am what I am, 
and his grace towards me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of 
them—though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 11Whether then it was I or they, 
so we proclaim and so you have come to believe.  
12Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say there is 
no resurrection of the dead? 13If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has 
not been raised; 14and if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has been in 
vain and your faith has been in vain. 15We are even found to be misrepresenting God, 
because we testified of God that he raised Christ—whom he did not raise if it is true 
that the dead are not raised. 16For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been 
raised. 17If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. 
18Then those also who have died in Christ have perished. 19If for this life only we have 
hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.  
20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have 
died. 21For since death came through a human being, the resurrection of the dead has 
also come through a human being; 22for as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in 
Christ. 23But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those who 
belong to Christ. 24Then comes the end, when he hands over the kingdom to God the 
Father, after he has destroyed every ruler and every authority and power. 25For he 
must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26The last enemy to be 
destroyed is death. 27For ‘God has put all things in subjection under his feet.’ But when it says, 
‘All things are put in subjection’, it is plain that this does not include the one who put all things in 
subjection under him. 28When all things are subjected to him, then the Son himself will 
also be subjected to the one who put all things in subjection under him, so that God 
may be all in all.  
29Otherwise, what will those people do who receive baptism on behalf of the dead? If the dead are 
not raised at all, why are people baptized on their behalf? 30And why are we putting ourselves in 
danger every hour? 31I die every day! That is as certain, brothers and sisters, as my boasting 
of you—a boast that I make in Christ Jesus our Lord. 32If with merely human hopes I fought 
with wild animals at Ephesus, what would I have gained by it? If the dead are not raised, ‘Let us eat 
and drink, for tomorrow we die.’ 33Do not be deceived: ‘Bad company ruins good morals.’ 34Come 
to a sober and right mind, and sin no more; for some people have no knowledge of God. I say this 
to your shame.  
35But someone will ask, ‘How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?’ 36Fool! 
What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37And as for what you sow, you do not sow the 
body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. 38But God gives it a 
body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body. 39Not all flesh is alike, but there is 
one flesh for human beings, another for animals, another for birds, and another for fish. 40There are 
both heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of the heavenly is one thing, and that of the 
earthly is another. 41There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory 
of the stars; indeed, star differs from star in glory.  



 

 

 

42So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is raised is 
imperishable. 43It is sown in dishonour, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in 
power. 44It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a physical body, there is 
also a spiritual body. 45Thus it is written, ‘The first man, Adam, became a living being’; the 
last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 46But it is not the spiritual that is first, but the 
physical, and then the spiritual. 47The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the 
second man is from heaven. 48As was the man of dust, so are those who are of the dust; 
and as is the man of heaven, so are those who are of heaven. 49Just as we have borne 
the image of the man of dust, we will also bear the image of the man of heaven.  
50 What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 51Listen, I will tell you a  
mystery! We will not all die, but we will all be changed, 52in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at 
the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will 
be changed. 53For this perishable body must put on imperishability, and this mortal body must put 
on immortality. 54When this perishable body puts on imperishability, and this mortal body puts on 
immortality, then the saying that is written will be fulfilled: ‘Death has been swallowed up in victory.’ 
55 ‘Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?’ 56The sting of death is sin, and 
the power of sin is the law. 57But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 58Therefore, my beloved, be steadfast, immovable, always excelling in the work 
of the Lord, because you know that in the Lord your labour is not in vain.  
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