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The Gospel according to Matthew 
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Matthew and Scripture 
 

1. What Was ‘Scripture’ for the Author of Matthew’s Gospel? 
a. What to call αἱ γραφαὶ/hai graphai?  
b. Greek ‘scripture’ for Matthew (and other early Christ-followers)  

i. LXX/Septuagint  
ii. The text(s) of the LXX 

2. The Scriptural Matrix of the Gospel of Matthew 
a. Example: Matt 21.33-46//GThom 65 (cf. Isa 5.1-7)  
b. Moses typology?  

3. Matthean Fulfillment Citations 
a. Prediction-verification  
b. Fulfill (πληρόω) as ‘fill up’ (i.e., bring scripture ‘to an unsurpassable, “full” limit 

[Phillips, iv])  
4. Close Reading: Matt 2.13-23 

 
Moses Jesus 

Saved from a wicked ruler who slaughters 
Jewish infants (Exod 1.8-14) 
 

Saved from a wicked ruler who slaughters 
Jewish infants (Matt 2.1-16) 
 

Childhood in Egypt (Exod 2.1-10) 
 

Childhood in Egypt (2.13-20) 
 

Deliverance through water (Exod 14.21-31) 
 

Baptism in water (3.13-17) 
 

Sojourn in wilderness for 40 years (Exod 
16.35; cf. Exod 24.28: Moses fasts for 40 
days/nights) 
 

Temptation in wilderness for 40 days (4.1-11) 
 

Receives the law on a mountain (Exod 19-23)  
 

Interprets God’s law on a mountainside (5.1-
7.29) 
 

Given unique knowledge of God (Exod 33.1-
23) 

Possesses unique knowledge of the Father 
(11.25-27) 

Transfiguration upon a mountain (Exod 
34.29-34) 
 

Transfiguration upon a mountain (17.1-8) 
 

Mediates a covenant between God and the 
people through blood: ‘Moses took the blood 
and dashed it on the people, and said, "See 
the blood of the covenant that the LORD has 

Mediates a covenant people God and the 
people through blood: ‘Then he took a cup, 
and after giving thanks he gave it to them, 
saying, "Drink from it, all of you; for this is my 
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made with you in accordance with all these 
words”’ (Exod 24.8) 

blood of the covenant, which is poured out 
for many for the forgiveness of sins”’ (Mat 
26.28) 

Commissions a successor (Deut 37.7-9) Commissions successors (Matt 28.16-20) 
 

Matthew’s Fulfillment Citations (cf. 2.5-6; 13.14-15; 26.54-56) 
 
1.22-23 (Isa 7.14): 22 All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the 
prophet:  23 "Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him 
Emmanuel," which means, "God is with us." 
 
2.14-15 (Hos 11.1): 14 Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to 
Egypt, 15 and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken 
by the Lord through the prophet, "Out of Egypt I have called my son." 
 
2.17-18 (Jer 31.15): 17 Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah:  
18 "A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; 
she refused to be consoled, because they are no more." 
 
2.23 (no specific text; but cf. neser/stump in Isa 11.1?): 23 There he made his home in a town 
called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, "He will 
be called a Nazorean." 
 
4.13-16 (Isa 9.1-2): 13 He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the 
territory of Zebulun and Naphtali,  14 so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah 
might be fulfilled:  15 "Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road by the sea, across the 
Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles--  16 the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and 
for those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned." 
 
8.17 (Isa 53.4): 17 This was to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah, "He took 
our infirmities and bore our diseases." 
 
12.17-21 (Isa 42.1-4): 17 This was to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah:  18 
"Here is my servant, whom I have chosen, my beloved, with whom my soul is well pleased. I will 
put my Spirit upon him, and he will proclaim justice to the Gentiles.  19 He will not wrangle or 
cry aloud, nor will anyone hear his voice in the streets.  20 He will not break a bruised reed or 
quench a smoldering wick until he brings justice to victory.  21 And in his name the Gentiles will 
hope." 
 
13.35 (Ps 78.2): 35 This was to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet: "I will open my 
mouth to speak in parables; I will proclaim what has been hidden from the foundation of the 
world." 
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21.4-5 (Zech 9.9): 4 This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying,  
5 "Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a 
donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey." 
 
27.9-10 (Zech 11.12): 9 Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah, 
"And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of the one on whom a price had been set, on 
whom some of the people of Israel had set a price, 10 and they gave them for the potter's field, 
as the Lord commanded me." 
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