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Matthew’s Jesus: Christology 
 

1. Introduction  
a. ‘But who do you say that I am?’ (16.15) 
b. Problems with christology by title 

2. Christ/Christos/Χριστός 
a. Anointed figures in the OT and Second Temple Jewish Literature  

i. Kings: 2 Sam 19:21; 22:51; 23:1; Ps 2:2; 18:50; 20:6; 89:38, 51; 132:10, 17 
ii. Priests: Lev. 4:5, 16; 6:22; cf. 2 Macc 1:10 

iii. Israel: Ps 28:8; 84:9; 105:15; Hab 3:13; Lam 4:20 
iv. Psalm of Solomon 17 

b. Christos in the Gospel of Matthew 
3. Son of David 

a. 2 Sam 7; Isa 11 
b. Jesus as the Shepherd-King in Matthew 

i. Son of David Who Heals: 9.27; 12.23; 15.22; 20.30–31; 21.15–16 
ii. Ezekiel 34 

4. Son of God 
a. OT Usage 

i. Angels: Gen 6:2; Job 1:6; Dan 3:25 
ii. Kings: 2 Sam 7:14; Ps 2:7; 89:26-27 

iii. Israel: Exod 4:22-23; Hos 11:1; Mal 2:10 
b. Son of God in Second Temple Jewish Literature?  
c. Jesus as Son of God in Matthew (22.41–46; 11.25–30) 

5. Son of Man 
a. Title or self-designation? 
b. OT and Second Temple Jewish Usage (Dan 7; Similitudes of Enoch 37–71) 
c. Blasphemy in Matt 26.65? 

6. Other Framings of Divine Identity 
a. ‘Worship’ of Jesus (esp. 2.11; 14.33; 28.9, 17) 
b. Emmanuel who saves his people from their sins (1.18–25; 9.2–8; 28.19–20) 
c. Jesus’ continual presence (28.19-20; 18.20; 25.31–46) 

 
A Psalm of Solomon, with Song, to the King  

(ca. 1st century BCE) Psalm 17 
 
1 Lord, you are our king forevermore ... 
3 But we hope in God our savior, for the strength of our God is forever with mercy. 

And the kingdom of our God is forever over the nations in judgment. 
4 Lord, you chose David to be king over Israel, 

and swore to him about his descendants forever, 



that his kingdom should not fail before you.... 
21 See, Lord, and raise up for them their king, 

the son of David, to rule over your servant Israel 
in the time known to you, O God. 

22 Undergird him with the strength to destroy the unrighteous rulers. 
to purge Jerusalem from gentiles who trample her to destruction; 
23 in wisdom and in righteousness to drive out the sinners from the inheritance; 
to smash the arrogance of sinners like a potter’s jar; 

24 To shatter all their substance with an iron rod; 
to destroy the unlawful nations with the word of his mouth; 

25 At his warning the nations will flee from his presence; 
and he will condemn sinners by the thoughts of their hearts. 

26 He will gather a holy people 
whom he will lead in righteousness; 

and he will judge the tribes of the people 
that have been made holy by the Lord their God. 

27 He will not tolerate unrighteousness among them, 
and any person who knows wickedness shall not live with them. 

For he shall know them 
that they are all children of their God. 

28 He will distribute them upon the land 
according to their tribes; 
the alien and the foreigner will no longer live near them. 

29 He will judge people and nations in the wisdom of his righteousness. 
30 And he will have gentile nations serving him under his yoke, 

and he will glorify the Lord above the whole earth. 
And he will purge Jerusalem 
and make it holy as it was even from the beginning, 

31 for nations to come from the ends of the earth to see his glory, 
to bring as gifts her children who had been driven out, 
and to see the glory of the Lord with which God has glorified her. 

32 And he will be a righteous king over them, taught by God. 
There will no unrighteousness among them in his days, 

for all shall be holy, 
and their king shall be the Lord Messiah [or, the Lord’s Messiah]. 

33 For he will not rely on horse and rider and bow, 
nor will he collect gold and silver for war. 
Nor will he build up hope in a multitude for a day of war. 

34 The Lord himself is his king, 
the hope of the one who has a strong hope in God. 

He shall be compassionate to all the nations 
who reverently stand before him. 

35 He will strike the earth with the word of his mouth forever; 
he will bless the Lord’s people with wisdom and happiness. 



36 And he himself will be free from sin, in order to rule a great people. 
He will expose officials and drive out sinners 

by the strength of his word 
37 And he will not weaken in his days, relying upon his God, 

for God made him powerful in the holy spirit 
and wise in the counsel of understanding, 
with strength and righteousness. 

38 And the blessing of the Lord will be with him in strength, 
and he will not weaken; 

39 His hope will be in the Lord..... 
Faithfully and righteousness shepherding the Lord’s flock, 
he will not let any of them stumble in their pasture. 

41 He will lead them in all holiness 
and there will be no arrogance among them, that any should be oppressed. 

42 This is the beauty of the king of Israel 
which God knew, to raise him over the house of Israel, to discipline it. 

43 His words will be purer than the finest gold, the best. 
He will judge the peoples in the assemblies, 

the tribes of the sanctified. 
His words will be as the words of the holy ones, 

among sanctified peoples. 
44 Blessed are those born in those days 

to see the good fortune of Israel 
which God will bring to pass in the assembly of the tribes. 

45 May God dispatch his mercy to Israel; may he deliver us from the pollution of profane  
enemies, 

46 The Lord Himself is our king forevermore. 
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