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1. Introduction 
a. Lecture Schedule  

i. How Matthew Wrote: Introduction and the Synoptic Problem (3.1–17) 
ii. Matthew’s Jesus: Christology (17.1–13) 

iii. Matthew and Scripture (2.13–23) 
iv. The Kingdom of Heaven in Matthew: Background and Context (5.1–16) 
v. Matthew and the Law (5.17–20) 

vi. Jews and Gentiles in Matthew (8.5–13) 
vii. Discipleship and Mission in Matthew (8.18–22; 9.35–38) 

viii. The Death of Jesus in Matthew (27.32–56) 
b. Handout Access 

 
2. Why (Not) ‘Matthew’?  

 
Matthew 9  Mark 2  
9 As Jesus was walking along, he saw a 
man called Matthew sitting at the tax 
booth; and he said to him, “Follow me.” 
And he got up and followed him.  

13 Jesus went out again beside the sea; 
the whole crowd gathered around him, 
and he taught them. 14 As he was walking 
along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting 
at the tax booth, and he said to him, 
“Follow me.” And he got up and followed 
him.  

 
Eusebius (ca. 260-340) quoting Papias, bishop of Hierapolis in the 2nd century. Papias is quoting the 
elder/Presbyter:  

And the Presbyter used to say this, ‘Mark became Peter’s interpreter and wrote accurately all that 
he remembered, not, indeed, in order, of the things said or done by the Lord. For he had not heard 
the Lord, nor had he followed him, but later on, as I said, followed Peter, who used to give teaching 
as necessity demanded but not making, as it were, an arrangement of the Lord’s oracles [syntaxin 
ton kyriakon…logion], so that Mark did nothing wrong in thus writing down single points as he 
remembered them. For to one thing he gave attention, to leave out nothing of what he had heard 
and to make no false statements in them.’” This is related by Papias about Mark, and about 
Matthew this was said, ‘Matthew collected the oracles [ta logia synetaxato] in the Hebrew [or 
Aramaic] language [or ‘style’], and each interpreted them as best he could.’ (Eusebius, E.H. III.39 
LCL) 

 
3. Matthew’s Sources: The Synoptic Problem  

a. Markan Priority  
b. The ‘Double Tradition’  

i. Contents 
1. John the Baptist’s preaching (Luke 3:7-9, 16ff.//Matt 3:712) 



2. Temptation of Jesus (Luke 4:2-13//Matt 4:2-11) 
3. Sermon on the Plain I (Luke 6:20-23, 27-30, 32-36//Matt 5:3-6, 11ff., 39-

42, 45-48) 
4. Sermon on the Plain II (Luke 6:37ff., 41-49//Matt 7:1-5, 16-21, 24-27) 
5. Centurion from Capternaum (Luke 7:1-10//Matt 8:5-13) 
6. John the Baptist’s sayings (7:18-35//Matt11:2-19) 
7. Sayings on discipleship (Luke 9:57-60//Matt 8:19-22) 
8. Missions discourse (Luke 10:1-12//Matt 9:37-10:15) 
9. Woes and joys (Luke 10:13-15, 21ff.//Matt 11:21-23, 25ff.) 
10. Lord’s Prayer (Luke 11:1-4//Matt 6:9-13) 
11. Teaching on prayer (Luke 11:9-13//Matt 7:7-11) 
12. Beelzebub controversy (Luke 11:14-23//Matt 12:22-30) 
13. Saying on backsliding (Luke 11:24-26//Matt 12:43-45) 
14. Against request for miracles (Luke 11:29-32//Matt 12:38-42) 
15. Sayings on light (Luke 11:33-35//Matt 5:15, 6:22ff.) 
16. Against the Pharisees (Luke 11:39-52//Matt 23:4, 23-25, 29-36) 
17. Summons to confession (Luke 12:2-10//Matt 10:26-33) 
18. Cares and treasures (Luke 12:22-34//Matt 6:19-21, 25-33) 
19. Watchfulness (Luke 12:39-46//Matt 24:43-51) 
20. Mustard seed and leaven (Luke 13:18-21//Matt 13:31-33) 
21. Predictions concerning Jerusalem (Luke 13:34ff.//Matt 23:37-39) 
22. Discourse on the Parousia (Luke 17:22-37//Matt 24:26-28, 37-41) 
23. Parable of the talents (Luke 19:11-27//Matt 25:14-30) 

ii. Primary Explanations  
1. Q  
2. Luke’s Use of Matthew  

4. When and for Whom Was the Gospel of Matthew Written? 
a. Date? 

i. 27.8 For this reason that field has been called the Field of Blood to this day.  
ii. 28.15 So they took the money and did as they were directed. And this story is 

still told among the Jews to this day.  
iii. 22.7 (parable of the wedding banquet): The king was enraged. He sent his 

troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. 
b. Provenance/audience?  

 
 
 
 



Mark 1.2–8 
 

2 As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, "See, I am 
sending my messenger ahead of you, who will 
prepare your way;  3 the voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his 
paths straight,'"  4 John the baptizer appeared in the 
wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins.  5 And people from the whole 
Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem 
were going out to him, and were baptized by him in 
the river Jordan, confessing their sins.  6 Now John 
was clothed with camel's hair, with a leather belt 
around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey.  7 
He proclaimed, "The one who is more powerful than I 
is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down 
and untie the thong of his sandals.  8 I have baptized 
you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit."   
 
 
Yellow = Mark only 
Red = Matt only 
Blue = Luke only 
Grey = Matt/Mark/Luke (i.e., triple tradition) 
Green = Mark/Luke 
Orange = Mark/Matthew 
Purple = Matt/Luke (i.e., double tradition) 

Matthew 3.1–12 
 

1 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the 
wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2 "Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven has come near."  3 This is the one 
of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, "The 
voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 'Prepare the 
way of the Lord, make his paths straight.'"  4 Now 
John wore clothing of camel's hair with a leather belt 
around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild 
honey.  5 Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea 
were going out to him, and all the region along the 
Jordan,  6 and they were baptized by him in the river 
Jordan, confessing their sins.  7 But when he saw 
many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, 
he said to them, "You brood of vipers! Who warned 
you to flee from the wrath to come?  8 Bear fruit 
worthy of repentance.  9 Do not presume to say to 
yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our ancestor'; for I 
tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up 
children to Abraham.  10 Even now the ax is lying at 
the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does 
not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the 
fire.  11 "I baptize you with water for repentance, but 
one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I 
am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  12 His winnowing 
fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor 
and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the 
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire."   
 

Luke 3.1–17 
 

1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when 
Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of 
Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and 
Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene,  2 during the high 
priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to 
John son of Zechariah in the wilderness.  3 He went into all the 
region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins,  4 as it is written in the 
book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, "The voice of one 
crying out in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight.  5 Every valley shall be filled, and every 
mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be 
made straight, and the rough ways made smooth;  6 and all 
flesh shall see the salvation of God.'"  7 John said to the crowds 
that came out to be baptized by him, "You brood of vipers! 
Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?  8 Bear fruits 
worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, 'We 
have Abraham as our ancestor'; for I tell you, God is able from 
these stones to raise up children to Abraham.  9 Even now the 
ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire."  
10 And the crowds asked him, "What then should we do?"  11 In 
reply he said to them, "Whoever has two coats must share 
with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do 
likewise."  12 Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they 
asked him, "Teacher, what should we do?"  13 He said to them, 
"Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you."  14 
Soldiers also asked him, "And we, what should we do?" He said 
to them, "Do not extort money from anyone by threats or 
false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages."  15 As the 
people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning 
in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the 
Messiah,  16 John answered all of them by saying, "I baptize 
you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is 
coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He 
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  17 His winnowing 
fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the 
wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire." 



 

 

 


