
From Jesus to the Written Gospel 
1101: Introduction to the Study of the Bible – New Testament 

 
1. Who Was Jesus of Nazareth?  

a. The Nature of the Sources 
b. Jesus the Jew 
c. Jesus’ Crucifixion  

i. Josephus (ca. 37–100 C.E.): ‘And he [Jesus] gained a following both among Jews 
and among many of Greek origin. And when Pilate, be-cause of an accusation 
made by the leading men among us, condemned him to the cross, those who 
loved him previously did not cease to do so’ (Jewish Antiquities, 18.63–64; 
written ca. 93–94 C.E.).  

ii. Tacitus (ca. 55–120 C.E.): ‘Therefore, to scotch the rumor [i.e., that Nero himself 
had ordered a great fire that destroyed much of the city of Rome in 64 C.E.], 
Nero substituted as culprits, and punished with the utmost refinements of 
cruelty, a class of men, loathed for their vices, whom the crowd styled Christians. 
Christus, the founder of the name, had undergone the death penalty in the reign 
of Tiberius, by sentence of the procurator Pontius Pilatus, and the pernicious 
superstition was checked for a moment, only to break out once more, not 
merely in Judaea, the home of the disease, but in the capital itself, where all 
things horrible or shameful in the world collect and find a vogue (Annals, 15.44; 
written ca. 115–120 C.E.).  

2. What Is (a) Gospel? 
a. Euangelion/εὐαγγέλιον or euangelizō/εὐαγγελίζω 
b. ‘Good News’ in the Prophet Isaiah (e.g., 40.9; 52.7; 61.1–3) 
c. Roman ‘Good News’: ‘Since Providence . . . has arranged the most perfect (culmination) 

for life by producing Augustus, whom for the benefit of humankind she has filled with 
excellence, as [if she had granted him as a savior] for us and our descendants, a savior 
who brought war to an end and set [all things] in peaceful order . . .and [since] the 
birthday of our god signaled the beginning of good news (euangelion) for the world 
because of him . . .’ (Decree of the Delian League, 9 CE; OGI 2:458). 

d. Early Christian Usage of Euangelion (60x in the Pauline letters; e.g., 1 Cor 15.1–8; Rom 
1.16; Gal 1.6–9; 1 Thess 1.4–5) 

3. The Gospel of Mark 
a. Structure and Characteristics of Mark’s Narrative 

i. Prologue: 1.1–15  
ii. Healing and Preaching in Galilee: 1.16–8.21  

iii. On the Way to Jerusalem: 8.22–10.52  
iv. Jerusalem: 11.1–15.47  

1. Important sub-section: the Passion narrative: 14.1–15.47 
v. Epilogue/Denouement: 16.1–8 

b. Who Is Jesus in the Gospel of Mark? 
i. Mark 1.1–3 

ii. Mark 4.10–12 



iii. Mark 8.27–9.1 
iv. Mark 14.53–65 

c. The Ending(s) of Mark 
i. Shorter Ending: And all that had been commanded them they told briefly to 

those around Peter. And afterward Jesus himself sent out through them, from 
east to west, the sacred and imperishable proclamation of salvation.  

ii. Longer Ending: 9 Now after he rose early on the first day of the week, he 
appeared first to Mary Magdalene, from whom he had cast out seven demons.  
10 She went out and told those who had been with him, while they were 
mourning and weeping.  11 But when they heard that he was alive and had been 
seen by her, they would not believe it.  12 After this he appeared in another form 
to two of them, as they were walking into the country.  13 And they went back 
and told the rest, but they did not believe them.  14 Later he appeared to the 
eleven themselves as they were sitting at the table; and he upbraided them for 
their lack of faith and stubbornness, because they had not believed those who 
saw him after he had risen.  15 And he said to them, "Go into all the world and 
proclaim the good news to the whole creation.  16 The one who believes and is 
baptized will be saved; but the one who does not believe will be condemned.  17 
And these signs will accompany those who believe: by using my name they will 
cast out demons; they will speak in new tongues;  18 they will pick up snakes in 
their hands, and if they drink any deadly thing, it will not hurt them; they will lay 
their hands on the sick, and they will recover."  19 So then the Lord Jesus, after he 
had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven and sat down at the right hand of 
God.  20 And they went out and proclaimed the good news everywhere, while the 
Lord worked with them and confirmed the message by the signs that 
accompanied it.  
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