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Introduction 

• Today: Bodily mediation of Jesus for all believers 
o The Lord’s body and presence in the Lord’s Supper (and baptism?) 
o Paul’s mediation of the absent Jesus to believers in his own apostolic body. 

• The presence of Jesus in the later Paul’s more explicit reflection on his own departure. 

The Present Sacramental Body 

• Note the sequence of remarks about the presence of Jesus in the Eucharist, especially in 1 Corinthians. 

• 1 Cor 5.7-8 ‘Christ our Passover Lamb has been sacrificed; therefore let us keep the Festival’. 

• 1 Cor 10.16-17: ‘The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a partaking of the blood of Christ? The loaf that we break, 
is it not a partaking of the body of Christ? 17 Because there is one loaf, we the many are one body, because we all 
share of the one bread.’ 

• 1 Cor 10.21: ‘you cannot drink both the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons, or share in the table of the Lord and 
the table of demons’ 

• 1 Cor 11.23-25 ‘The Lord Jesus... took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, 
which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”’ 

• Paul’s repeated spatial language denotes realities of absence and presence that presuppose a complex and relational 
view of space. Separation, movement, and union are all in relational space rather than within space conceived as a 
physical container. 

Christ and Baptism 

• Less developed hints at sacramental presence of Jesus also surface in relation to baptism.  

• In baptism, believers are buried together with Christ and made alive together with Christ (Col. 2.12-13; cf. Rom. 6.1-11; 
Eph. 2.5). 

• Eph. 2.16-17 continues: ‘in keeping with God’s glorious riches, you will be strengthened through his Spirit with power in 
your inner person, and that Christ may reside in your hearts through faith…’ 

• For the later Pauline writings, baptism entails a union not only with Christ in his death and resurrection, but also with 
the risen and heavenly Christ. Thus, in Col. and Eph. the believer’s life is already anchored with Christ in heaven (Col. 
1.5; 3.1-4; 4.1; cf. Eph. 1.2, 20; 2.6). 

The Present Sacramental Apostle 

• Paul in some texts serves as a kind of priestly mediator between believers and the Jesus they do not now see. 

• Col. 1.24: Famously speaks of filling up in his own person the measure of Christ’s sufferings. 

• Gal. 3.1: In Paul’s own presence Jesus was publicly portrayed as crucified before their eyes. 

• Gal. 4.18: Even absent, Paul labours like a mother in childbirth in order that Christ might take shape in their midst – 
suggesting Paul’s priestly instrumentality for the presence of Jesus.  

A Disappearing Presence? 

• Decreasing emphasis on Christ’s presence in the Deutero-Pauline Epistles? 

• Though less explicit about visionary encounters, the theme of Jesus’ presence and coming is no less important here. 

Departing to be with the Lord 

• Later Pauline epistles (e.g. 2 Cor, Phil, 2 Tim.) begin to correlate belief in the coming Jesus with Paul’s own 
preparation to depart for his presence. 

• Paul’s serene and positive approach to his own death is connected to a spatially conceived journey into the fuller 
presence of Jesus. 

• Paul holds the twin convictions in a future bodily resurrection and at the same time the immediate entry into the 
presence of the heavenly Christ after death.  

• 2 Tim: preparing for imminent martyrdom, Paul is deeply aware of the coming ‘epiphany’ and kingdom of Jesus. Says 
his words are given ‘in the presence of’ God and Jesus (4.1). 2 Tim. 4.17-18: At his first trial, the only one who was 
present with Paul was ‘the Lord’ who gave him strength. This same Lord will ‘bring me safely into his heavenly 
kingdom.’ 
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• The later Paul believes that to die in Christ is to go ‘home’ to the Lord and to enter permanently into his heavenly 
kingdom (2 Cor. 5.1, 6, 8-9; 2 Tim. 4.18). 

Conclusion 

• Lord’s Supper of vital importance for how Paul articulates the theme of the Lord’s bodily presence to all his people in 
worship. 

• (To a lesser extent, Paul’s reflection on Christian initiation in baptism ‘into Christ’ also carries sacramental 
implications.) 

• Paul also mediates the absent Jesus to believers ‘sacramentally’ in his own apostolic person, suffering and death. 

• 2 Cor., Phil., and 2 Tim. demonstrate that even the later/deutero-Paul continues to affirm the Coming of the Lord and 
his own departure explicitly as a definitive movement deeper into the Lord’s presence. 

• Lecture 4: the presence of Jesus in the profile of the canonical or ‘scriptural’ Paul, and in the Apostle of early Christian 
memory. 
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