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Set Texts

u In Greek: 
u Romans 5-8 
u 1 Corinthians 5-7
u Ephesians 1-3.

u In English: 
u Romans 5-11 
u 1 Corinthians 1-7, 15 
u Ephesians.



Rubrics concerning Gobbets

u Candidates will be required to 
comment on four passages. One 
from Romans, One from 1 
Corinthians, one from Ephesians, 
and one other (from the set texts)

u If you translation one or more 
passages in Greek, you may limit 
yourself to three passages total, 
one from each letter. Greek
gobbets should include translation 
and comment

u Part 1 and 2 are equally weighted. 
So gobbets = 50% of the exam.



More details

u This is not an exercise to test your memory
u How is it presented?

u 5 passages for each section: 2 in Greek, 3 in English
u Passages in each language are in the order that they appear in each 

letter (e.g. 1 Cor 2.5-8 would be before 1 Cor 5.1-4)
u Section A will be Romans
u Section B will be 1 Corinthians
u Section C will be Ephesians



Your Preparation

u The paper as a whole will help with preparation for gobbets
u You must be acquainted with all three texts
u Work through the whole of each letter with something like the 

Oxford Bible Commentary
u Identify a list of terms and concepts for each book which you 

consider most worthy of comment
u When you look at past papers, what kinds of passages are popular 

with examiners – can you tell why?





Common pitfalls

u Inaccurate guessing
u Mixing up 1 Corinthians, Romans, and Ephesians
u Using a gobbet to reproduce an essay on a favourite topic or term
u Focus on one small detail and don’t deal with overall gobbet
u Don’t actually refer to the text of the gobbet in the answer
u If you can’t see why a particular gobbet is worth commenting on, 

don’t choose that gobbet



How to Approach Gobbets: 
suggestions

u Choose your essays before your gobbets
u Be ruthlessly disciplined. Better to cut an excellent essay short than to 

leave no time for a gobbet. It is impossible to compensate for a zero 
mark on one question

u Remember 2 gobbets carry the same weight as 1 essay
u Highlight any significant words or phrases and refer to these in your 

response
u Include three things if possible: Context, Content, Contribution

u But if you can’t see how one of these fits, don’t force your answer



Exam conventions



Your Answer

u Context
u Identify presupposed information (“They” or “them, for example)

u Narrative Context

u Where does this fall and what is around it? Can you give any numerical references?

u Content
u Don’t just paraphrase; look at interesting terms to help reveal meaning of the text

u Connect to other parts of the epistle(s)

u You could include textual elements, narrative ones, theological points, the community situation

u Contribution
u Any contribution to the wider text, to Paul, to Paul’s “theology”, etc.?



Your Answer, continued

u Leave space at the end of each gobbet so you can 
supplement your answer later on if something occurs to you 
at another point in the exam

u There is no right answer. There is no model answer.



1 Corinthians 1-7, 15

u Resources: Oxford Biblical Studies Online (login with SSO); Anchor Bible Dictionary; Oxford Bible 
Commentary; any good commentary (Anchor Bible, Hermeneia, Blackwells, etc.)

u Basic Overview:
u 1.1-9 Opening Address

u 1.10-4.21 Divisions in the Corinthian Church

u 5.1-6.20 Immoral behaviour

u 7.1-40 Marriage and Virginity

u 8.1-11.1 Food offered/sacrificed to Idols

u 11.2-14.40 Issues in Communal Gatherings (Dress, Behaviour, the Lord’s Supper, Spiritual Gifts)

u 15.1-58 About Resurrection (that of Christ, that to come, nature of resurrection body)

u 16.1-24 Conclusion



Romans 5-11

u Romans 1.1-15 Opening Greeting and thanksgiving

u Romans 1.16-17 Thesis Statement?

u 1.18-4.25 God’s righteousness manifested in Christ/God’s saving power
u 4.1-25 Abraham as example of this righteousness

u 5.1-8.39 Reconciliation and new life in Christ/God’s saving power is extended in 
relation to death (ch 5), sin (ch 6), law (ch 7) and all of this in relation to the power of 
the Spirit (ch 8)

u 9.1-11.36 Salvation of Israel/God’s saving power considered in light of Israel
u 12.1-15.13 The Christian life/God’s saving power in community

u 15.14-16.24 Conclusion (many names)



Ephesians 1-6

u 1.1-2: Introduction 
u 1.3-14: Praise of God’s grand purpose

u 1.15-23: Paul’s thanksgiving and prayer for his readers

u 2.1-3.13: Ephesian Theology
u 2.1-10: God’s gracious salvation as resurrection and exaltation with Christ

u 2.11-22: The church of Jew and Gentile as beginning of cosmic reconciliation and unity

u 3.1-19: Mystery of salvation and Paul’s prayer for his readers completed

u 4.1-6.20: Ephesian Ethics
u 4.1-5.20: church’s calling to maintain the unity of the Spirit; practical instructions for living in unity

u 5.21-6.9: church’s calling to live as members of Christ’s body in the household

u 6.10-24: Concluding appeal to stand firm; postscript



Looking at some of the texts from past 
papers: Romans

u Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death 
came through sin, and so death spread to all because all have sinned—
sin was indeed in the world before the law, but sin is not reckoned when 
there is no law. Yet death exercised dominion from Adam to Moses, 
even over those whose sins were not like the transgression of Adam, who 
is a type of the one who was to come. But the free gift is not like the 
trespass. For if the many died through the one man’s trespass, much 
more surely have the grace of God and the free gift in the grace of the 
one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. And the free gift is not 
like the effect of the one man’s sin. For the judgment following one 
trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many 
trespasses brings justification.



Romans II

u I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to 
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, 
which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but 
be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern 
what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. For 
by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of 
yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober 
judgement, each according to the measure of faith that God has 
assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and not all the 
members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body 
in Christ, and individually we are members one of another.



Or this one: Romans

u We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labour pains until 
now; and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of 
the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our 
bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For 
who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait 
for it with patience. Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do 
not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs 
too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the 
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to 
the will of God.



What about 1 Corinthians?

u Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that all of you should be in agreement and that there should be no 
divisions among you, but that you should be united in the same mind and 
the same purpose. For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that 
there are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. What I mean is that 
each of you says, ‘I belong to Paul’, or ‘I belong to Apollos’, or ‘I belong to 
Cephas’, or ‘I belong to Christ.’ Has Christ been divided? Was Paul 
crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? I thank God 
that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, so that no one can 
say that you were baptized in my name. 



Or this?

u It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have 
become so accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they 
eat as food offered to an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 
“Food will not bring us close to God.” We are no worse off if we do not eat, 
and no better off if we do. But take care that this liberty of yours does not 
somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. For if others see you, 
who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, 
since their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food 
sacrificed to idols? So by your knowledge those weak believers for whom 
Christ died are destroyed.



How might this answer use the same 
information as the previous?

u But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified 
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our 
God. ‘All things are lawful for me’, but not all things are 
beneficial. ‘All things are lawful for me’, but I will not be 
dominated by anything. ‘Food is meant for the stomach and 
the stomach for food’, and God will destroy both one and 
the other. The body is meant not for fornication but for the 
Lord, and the Lord for the body. And God raised the Lord 
and will also raise us by his power. Do you not know that your 
bodies are members of Christ? 



Questions?


